THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

certain villages were handed over to them, and Raghu-
nathji, Amarji's eldest son, was appointed Dewan of
Junagadh. The Maratha forces now retired, but the
Arab soldiery, who had all along been faithful to Amarji,
confined the Nawab in tents near the Wanthali gate in
Junagadh, and refused to release him until their arrears
of pay should be satisfied. The Nawab, however, suc-
ceeded by a trick in escaping. Having sent for a covered
chair, he spread the report that his mother, whom he
had not seen for several months, was coming to visit him.
The chair was brought inside a tent, while the Arabs
remained on guard outside. The Nawab now made the
chair-carriers carry him out concealed beneath the curtain,
while a servant, Rahmat Khan, took the Nawab's place
on a bed in the tent and so deceived the guards. As soon
as he found himself free, the Nawab made a furious attack
on the disaffected portion of his army with those troops
who remained loyal to him. Finally a compromise was
effected, and the Arabs returned to duty when half their
demands had been paid them.

Raghunathji's position as Dewan quickly became very
difficult, and intrigues were soon made with the object
of obliging him to resign. His relations, seeing how
matters stood, went to live at Jetpur, while the Dewan
stayed at VerawaL The Nawab, however, succeeded by
bribes and promises in inducing the garrison to expel him
from this place, and he, too, now went to Jetpur. Finally,
in A.D. 1785 the Nawab decided to take back all the villages
he had handed over under pressure from the Marathas the
year before, and Sutrapada, the most important of these
villages, was now resumed. The remaining villages soon
shared the same fate; but Jadeja Kumbhoji of Gondal,
seeing how matters stood and fearing the Marathas rather
than the Nawab, made friends with the family of Amarji
and gave them every assistance.

Finding the strong hand of Amarji removed, the
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